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they form the subject, as I know, of acute contro\*ersy.   They
were adopted by Government with the object of .giving pro-
tection to law-abiding citizens, particularly here in Calcutta and
in other parts of India.    I have already said it was not a new
policy, it was the application of the policy which lies at the very
root of all civilized government, Le. the maintenance of law and
the preservation of order, but, nevertheless, I will assume as
your language indicates, that there are considerable doubts as to
this policy, and that differences of opinion exist as to the neces-
sity, or the advisability, of the measures taken.   The opinions of
Governments are formed upon a general presentation of facts.
They cannot be lightly arrived at and they necessarily are the
opinions of persons to whom great positions of trust and respon-
sibility have been confided.   I mention this, not that you should
be asked to accept the dictum of the Government, but merely
for the purpose of emphasizing to you the reason for this policy.
The tenor of your address implies your recognition, in which * I
cordially agree, of the need of a cairn and serene atmosphere
for a conference.   Indeed, in my judgment, it is impossible even
to consider the convening of a conference if agitation, in open and
avowed defiance of the law, is meanwhile to be continued.
Unfortunately I look in vain in your address for any indication
that these activities will cease.   I fully understand that none
of you is in a position to give an assurance to this effect, for none
of you have been authorized to make it.   I hope that I shall not
be misinterpreted.    I am not suggesting any reproach to anyone
concerned.   All I mean is that whatever hopes may have been
entertained have not been realized, and that, therefore, when
we are meeting to-day, necessarily rather hurriedly in view of the
circumstances, the assurance for which I confess I had been
looking, as a necessary part of this discussion is not forthcoming.
I quite appreciate that there may have been difficulties in the
brief time allowed and also in the great distances separating us.
I do not know from the address presented to me what view is
taken by the leaders who are responsible for non-co-operation
activities, in the sense that I find no assurance from them that
these activities will cease if a conference were to be convened,
I am asked, without such an assurance, to withdraw Government
measures called into operation by Government under an existing
law for the protection of law-abiding citizens and to release those
arrested for defying this law.   I cannot believe that this was the
intention of the deputation when originally suggested, for it
would mean that throughout the country intimidation, and